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KUFM-THE AUDIENCES' RADIO STATION 
by
Anne Ryan
U M  Information Services
Live music, b a s ketball games, poetry, opera, symphonies, rock and roll, college 
courses, theater, Senate hearings, live news events and m u c h  more can be found by 
tuning your radio dial to 89.1 FM.
People of all ages can enjoy what KUFM radio has to offer. And, KUFM plays 
w h a t e v e r  the audience wants to hear. T e r r y  Conrad, p r o g r a m  director, said, "We 
try to feature everything our listeners request."
KUFM is a p u blic service station that b r o a d c a s t s  from the U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana. 
Many commercial stations have rigid p r o g r a m m i n g  r estrictions that often don't allow 
variation. But KUFM is supported by members of the listening community. This allows 
more freedom in selecting p r o g r a m  alte r n a t i v e s - - m o r e  than any other station in W estern 
Montana.
People living in the Flathead and Bitterroot Valleys can enjoy KUFM's music, 
news and literary programs b ecause the station recen t l y  increased its pow e r  to more 
than 17,000 watts.
As an affiliate of the National Public Radio ( N P R ) , KUFM gives up-to - d a t e  
coverage of news events around the country. The aw a r d - w i n n i n g  news magazine, "All 
Things Considered," can be heard nightly. The "Earplay" theatre series is another 
pro g r a m  p r o v i d e d  by NPR.
Cultural entertainment programs also are regular features. The Metro p o l i t a n  
Opera and the New York Philharmonic can be heard live from New York City, and concerts 
recorded in Europe are aired.
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For young listeners, KUFM has "The Pea Green Boat" and "Children's Corner."
Nine hours of p r o g r amming a week are designed especially for children. Stories, music 
and drama can be heard every afternoon.
Educational progra m m i n g  is also an important service of KUFM. College credits 
can be obtained in the home through courses offered by the Unive r s i t y ' s  C e n t e r  for 
Continuing Education. A h istory of Mon t a n a  taught by K. Ross Too l e  and an 
environmental studies course on lifestyles are two credited courses offered.
U n i versity of Montana students are essential to the station's operation.
Conrad said, " Programming for the community is offered 18 hours a day, 7 days a week 
all year long, so their v o l u n t e e r e d  time keeps the station on the air."
Grizzly sports events are b r o adcast live over KUFM . Both b a s ketball and 
football games are fully covered throughout the fall and w i n t e r  months.
Funds to support the station come solely from listener contributions, 
primarily during a radio m a r a t h o n  each spring. On April 7, 8 and 9 there will be 
a continuing broadcast, which features live in-studio p e r f o r m a n c e s  by local artists, 
in keeping with this fund«-raising tradition.
For a p r o g r a m  schedule write T e r r y  Conrad at KUFM, Unive r s i t y  of Montana, 
Missoula, 59812.
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